MT DRUITT LEARNING GROUND
NEWS AND VIEWS
JANUARY — APRIL 2009

HOME VISITS and preparatory discussions at Learning Ground geared up for 2009. Families
were happy to welcome Learning Ground staff enjoying discussion on possibilities of training
and for future work for themselves and preparation for other family members.

“My Mum and | would never have thought of doing our ‘Introduction to Computer’ Course if we
hadn't talked it over at Learning Ground. Now we go together — who would have thought of
doing a course with your Mum!”

Aaron (16)

RECOGNITION LUNCH FOR HIGH COURT
JUDGE

Learning Ground participants were delighted to be
part of the 100 community leaders who assembled
at Parliament House to ‘recognise’ Hon Michael
Kirby AC CMG for his contribution to civil society
over his 25 years of judicial service.

Learned communication skills and personal
confidence had a great workout together with an
opportunity to meet and hear the story of many
inspirational leaders.

“That Judge dude has packed a lot into his life” —
Jordan (14)

WHO AM |

Cultural awareness plays an important part in the
experience of all Learning Ground participants in
Term 1. Aboriginal Totems form a grounding in
understanding of self. Aboriginal and non-
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and place provided by this segment of the programme culminating in a visit to Featherdale
Wildlife Park where many of the totems are able to be seen in living form. The Wildlife's
Education Officer is in discussion with us for Learning Ground to provide cultural knowledge
and resources on an on-going basis to the Education Centre and Featherdale to support our
work ready training programme for young people.

“It was awesome being allowed to be in the enclosure with my own totem” — Tyson (13)

MUSIC MUSIC MUSIC

Wow! Are we proud of this Term’s development of the Musicians Corner. Keyboard, acoustic
guitar, two other new guitars and we are away. Immense interest is happening, and skills
developing a pace under the tuition of our excellent musician in residence Wayne Knight.
Now preparing for our first public appearance so watch this space!

“Playing with the group makes me feel like a real muso” — David (15)

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Day Captains drawn from amongst participants and supported by mentors play an important
role at Learning Ground in developing the concept of ‘each one teach one’.

Captains this Term are:

Set Up and Break-Out Rooms — Tyson/lzzi

Lunch Planning Preparation Serving — Thomas /Winsome
Music Room — Lisa/Wayne

Art and Craft Workshops — Trent/Chris
Sustainable Gardening Group — Ronnie/Dale
Keep Fit Health and Wellbeing — Veronica/Jon
Library and Literacy — Corey/Pat

House Beautification — Alan/Margaret

Each Captain/Mentor works with their own team to see that each area of responsibility runs
smoothly and effectively.

RECONCILIATION MARCH 23 MAY 2009

Learning Ground is proud to be preparing to take part in the Reconciliation Walk in Mt Druitt.
The walk is a significant annual event and has taken place at Mt Druitt each year since the
Bridge Walk in 2000.

Participants will commence Term 2 examining the concept of reconciliation within families and
within the community. Particular attention will be paid to what reconciliation is now and for
future between indigenous and non-indigenous Australia.

LEARNING GROUND TERM 2, RESTORING THE WHOLE ME

Focus : Restoration Preservation Action
Enrolment Days for Term 2 at Learning Ground are 4, 11, 18 May between 10.30am & 1.30pm
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Special Events:
May 25 Excursion to Art Gallery of NSW
May — June Development of Skills Passport.

WHO SHOULD CONSIDER LEARNING GROUND
Any families from 2770 postcode.

If you would like to consider further studies or new studies but don't feel quite up to it
yet.

If you have a family member who is having difficulties staying at school at the moment.
If you are experiencing family problems and would like some support to build
relationships with partners and or children.

If you would like to build up your self esteem.

If you would like to seek paid or volunteer work but feel unsure about how to go about
it just yet.

We are a little different in that we work within families so to come to Learning Ground an adult
must bring a young person or a young person must bring a responsible adult, that is someone
agreed by the family, who can come every week with the supported young one. Adults must
be over 18 and willing to undergo Safety Checks required.

You'll love it - come along and try it.

COMMENTS FROM TERM 1 PARTICIPANTS

“This is like a real family isn't it” — Adolescent Boy

“l love coming to Learning Ground and learn as much if not more than the kids every
week” — Adult Support Person

“I consider the day a week | spend at Learning Ground my day off, it is such fun” —
Mentor/Mother

“Learning Ground is the best school I've ever been to” — Adolescent Boy

“In just one day at Learning Ground | learnt | can really do things” — Adolescent Girl

Contact:
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Mt Druitt Learning Ground is a project of Chain Reaction Foundation and is working towards becoming
incorporated and self sustainable.
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